sister of =slain
New Plymouth cashiar
Fipna Taylor has
overcome her griaf to

save o lile.

Isabel Park braved atrocious
wenther to make the Kalmanawa
wild horse auction on August 28,
and resone o yearling filly from
an uncertain fate

Despite the at-times erippling
misery she has felt slnce the
murder of her elder sister last
April, Isabel sayvs when gshe
learnt of the plight of the wild
horsezs “my heart wenb out. T felt
80 gorry for them. I had to help
them." .

The ingtant ehe saw the pretty
red bay fonl Isabel knew she
could not risk it ending ap in
the abattoir like some of Lhe
oiher horses.

"I only saw her for a couple of
minutes," -Isabel says.
“3he was In the middle
of a pack but she slood
oul. She's ahsclutely
lovaly.” :

With Irgabel ot the
aunction was mother
Gisala. The pair ara
anly just coming to
terma with the shat-
tering ordeal of
Fiona's death - four
weelks hefore har 304h
birthday and the
subseguent murder
trial and segulttal of
seeuriny cuard Stephen
Geange, Fiona's boes ab
Securitas.

But Isabel zave the
filly they have taken
home to Wellington
‘will be a real tonic’.
“Mum's gaving she'l]
be really conuuitted to
Ealwa (Ehe name [subel has Fiven
the foal), I will definitely take
her mind off Flona = she's g lot
betier already.

“The way I look at it is. I'm
saving a life, etopping another
tragedy,"

The Parkes nearly missed ogt
on their misslon of mercy, when
the paperwork for the auction
arrived just three days befors the
s&le. Then atrocious weatlier
Blocked the sonthern road to

Tonui Station, near Taupo.
mRere it was hold.

“Buyers had to he soreened to
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make sure theay
didn't Thave @
history of cruelty
to animals, and 1
only got my accep-
tanceo on the
Wedneaday." Isabel
Eays. “Mum and 1
decided to go up on
the Friday and
dlay ovaernight in
o maotel, which
was just as wall
because on  Lhe
Saturday the
Degert Road was
closed with anow”
Isabel bought
Kaiwa for 200, and
has talken her ta a
praoperty near the
Ngain home aha
sharez with her
mother. For com

pany, the filly has another peeip-
lenl of Isabel's kindness. Si%
year-olil mare ¥ala has been in
Iznbel’s eare [or Lwo years, since
ghe lenrned of her from horee
welfare aylhorities. Zala was
laome and in a noglected state,
but has recoverad and onjoys life
at Oharin Valley Horse Cluh,
A kKeen equestrian, Isabel won
ribbons in show and jumping as o
Junier pider

While Kajwy I3 helping take
her and Gisela's minds off the
tragie loss of their dauehter and
sister, Taabal spares o thought for

W ove: fsebal Park ard
Kahwa, the foal she rscued
Trem A unceia fale

W Lot Gizpla ana et Iave
8 M focus i thovw live's, A
W Bsiow: Mathor and srater sl
dovastaled by the murdier of
Fiong, are irving fo pur it Bahing
Hiexrr aned oer on with ter fnes

Fiona’s killer, “Whoever did it
[the murdar] will pay for It in
some way or other. Fate has way
of dealing with these things.”

It is o much kinder fate, how-
ever. which has brought mother,
danghter and foal together .

Lee Umbers
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