hangs over
Kaimanawa
horse cull

By CHRISTINE CESSFORD
Enwironment reparter

The Department of Conserva-
tion has until 10am on Monday Lo
change its mind on the plan to
cull the herd of Kaimanawa wild
horses or face legal action.

Ike Hunter of Wanganui, who
has a claim before the Waitangi
Tribunal to save the horses, said
his lawyer wrote to DOC Direct-
or-General Bill Mansfield.

The letter asked the depari-
ment to stop the coll and rein-
state the covenant which until re-
cently protected the horses.

1t allowed 10 days for a reply.

Mr Hunter said if he was not
happy with the department’s re-
sponse he would begin court ac-
tion to prevent the cull.

The move was to show the de—
partment that Maori meant
business, 1y

“We are not playing around,”
Mr Hunter said.

Responding to the lelter’s de-
mand to stop the cull, DOC Depu-
ty Director-General Murray Hos-
king said: “We can't stop some-
thing which hasn't started.”

The working party which pro-
duced the cull plan decided pro-
tection for the horses under the
Wildlife- Act was unnecessary
once its management plan was
implemented, he said.

“The working party agreed the
protection notice was no longer
needed given the herd's increased
population = we are now in a po-
sition where we have to manage
the horses,”

A public meeting to save the

herd will be held in Wellington

this weekend. A notice of the
meeting states that DOC proposes
hunting the horses with Army as-
sistance - “from helicopter gun-
ships il necessary”.

DOC has said shooting will be
done from the ground and horses
would be shot by helicopter as a
last resort.

The notice equates the cull
with “Canadian seal slaughters
and Japanese dolphin massacres”.

Mr Hosking said the cull aimed
for a compromise - to save an
ecologically fragile area north of
Waiouru by maintaining a smaller
herd of 800 horses in the south.

Estimates of the herd size vary
from 1200 to 1800,

A helicopter census of the
southern area “will make abso-
lutely sure there are 800 horses
there”, before the cull begins, said
Mr Hosking.

The souihern- herd.is-the-sub-
ject of Massey University contra-
ceptive trials and results are ex-
pected shortly.

A contraceptive programme is
part of the department’s long-
term sirategy to manage the size
of the herd,

An operational plan for the
cull is still being put together and
will be subject to review, al-
though the cull is expected to
take place this winter.

“Until we have a sound and hu-
mane operational plan, no action
will be taken,” said Mr Hosking.

M Save the Kaimanawa Horses pub-
lic meeting: Loaves and Fishes hall,
Hill Streat (by Wellington Cathadral),
tomorrow 2pm.




